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Cook the books
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Neil: Hello and welcome to the BBC Learning English kitchen with me, Neil, and
my assistant, Feifei.

Feifei: MM BBCHLIE i ARHIER Authentic Real English  (HUEZEIE) . 1 am
very excited today because Neil has asked me to be his assistant in the
BBC Learning English kitchen. 4 KA L 5 BN KFKFHIX AT H

Neil: That's right. I've started boiling the water in the saucepan and now I'll
prepare the ingredients.

Feifei: Oh, I'm so excited! | wonder what Neil is going to cook. A41iE Neil ZEfifH
KUFRZI o i E ST A HE % T8 2R ingredients.

Neil: There we go.
Feifei: Neil. I think you are emptying your bag from the library rather than the

supermarket... FEXWE Neil TFGE LR MR, EAIRN 1% 5ok 5 B 7
SRR RL, AT AR E A R A R ok T2

Neil: No Feifei, this is right. I'm going to cook the books.

Feifei: Cook the books?! REAIX L4524 il JE A BHERIZ 2 URIK 115 2

Neil: Yes, Feifei. | might look happy and full of joy but there's something terrible
I have to admit.

Feifei: Oh no. What's that? {RfiSEEERHEE DL, REREA T ?

Neil: Well... I have serious financial problems. (Whispering) | am millions of

pounds in debt.

Feifei: Oh no! Neil K7 —Jfi, JLAAIEE;, AR ALIEBHBIRERIE A 4%
%? How will cooking the books help?

Neil: It's an expression in English. If you 'cook the books', you change the
numbers in a company's financial records so you can take some of the
money for yourself illegally.

Feifei: Neil! ZiERIZE to cook the books = EEEMIKA, MURK, MMMeEH SR ID48
HAER . 1B DL N6
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Examples

A: Did you hear Dave the accountant got fired for stealing from the company?!
B: Yeah, he'd been cooking the books for years.

A: The chief executive of that bank got sent to jail for cooking the books.
B: Well, | think he deserves it. Fraud is a serious crime.

Feifei: Are you cooking the books so you can pay off your debts? #RIE$T 5 HE Sk
A IHEARFERIE i ?

Neil: Yes, it's the only thing | can think of. I'm desperate!

Feifei: I don't think that's a good idea, Neil. Fraud ik is a serious crime. Oh, but
hang on. What's that floating on the top?

Neil: Oh it's just a lottery ticket. | use them as bookmarks.

Feifei: Neil #EEZELHBZH. Let me check the lottery numbers on my smartphone.

Neil: What's the point? | never win.

Feifei: You've won!

Neil: I've won!

Feifei: Neil SRR T k% — thIlErT R AR L E T ESH 1!

Neil: My problems are over! Let's celebrate! Let's have a meal! Here - this one
I've just cooked.

Feifei: XERDIRAGH LN Mmm - these books are actually delicious!

Neil: Not bad, are they?!

Authentic Real English 11 %5 © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013

Page 2 of 2
bbcukchina.com/learningenglish



