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Question

Hello, I'm Rob — and this is Question and Answer of the Week. Helping me
answer your questions today is Feifei.

KR!

Now, we’'ve got a good question today from Wang Xi — | feel that she’s
almost catching us English speakers out.

Yes, | see what you mean. 4K #/E—Wr 4 & Wang Xi &I T 5% E A FE itk
B HEIU — MR

Now, let’'s hear what Wang Xi’s question is.

Hello, I'm Wang Xi. | just have a question about the use of 'shame’'. When you have a —
make an accident, someone says "Oh, what a shame". Is it really mean ‘what a shame’
or ‘what a pity’?

Feifei: Wang Xi A8 %niE 5 E ALER A H T 2o S ‘oh what a shame” B (1) 5
i ‘shame’ EERHJEZIERE ‘what a pity’ [ /8?

Rob: Well — yes.

Feifei: Yes to which one?

Rob: Yes to both! They really do mean ‘it's a shame’ and it does also mean
exactly the same as ‘what a pity’. So it’'s not a mistake. It's perfectly
correct to say ‘what a shame’.

Feifei: 1% what a shame fl what a pity RSB RAEE—FER . XN EIEES R KR
W&, . What a shame iXAEE AR — AN g2

Rob: Yes — ‘what a shame’ only has that one use, you don’t use it to mean
anything else.

Feifei: What a shame XMEEME B EAIE . HEIK. 1595 shame A& E 2%
. HEE. | think that might be why Wang Xi finds it odd.

Rob: Yes, the word ‘shame’ on its own has quite a different meaning. So when
we say ‘what a shame’ — what do you say in Chinese?

Feifei: We literally say ‘really a shame’.

Q and A of the Week R [7] 3% © British Broadcasting Corporation 2013

Page | of 2
bbcukchina.com/learningenglish



Rob: OK, well, let’'s hear some examples of people using that phrase ‘what a
shame’ in English.

Examples

Woman: | can’t come on Saturday by the way.
Man: Oh really? What a shame! Why not?
Woman: I've got to work, and | won’t finish till late so I'll be travelling back.

Man: Her husband died recently.
Woman: Oh what a shame, | didn’t know.
Man: Yes, it was very sudden.

Feifei: A BRSNS SR LR RS . The situation is quite light — not
serious.
Rob: Yes, it sounds like she’s going to miss a party or something like that. And

her friend says it’'s a shame ‘oh what a shame’.

Feifei: A Z T, BT RIRBFI A E™REZ . In the second example,
it’'s something much more serious.

Rob: That’s right, someone’s husband has died recently.

Feifei: - H ) 2o W e i IR A SCRRIE /S 3 ‘oh, what a shame’.

Rob: And because you can use it in every situation where something is bad, it’s

a very useful phrase to remember. In Chinese can you use the same
phrase for both of these occasions?

Feifei: Yes, we would more or less use the same expression. And would you say
we could use the phrase ‘what a pity’ in both those cases as well?

Rob: Yes definitely. And sometimes you also want to use it to start a sentence,
to explain something which has happened. "It's a pity that..."”

Feifei: POE B FATAT LA AR R 1 2 ...". So, for example, "It’s a pity that you can’t
come to the party".

Rob: And you don’t need to use the word ‘that’, so you could say "It’'s a pity you
can’t come to the party".

Feifei: It's a shame # it’s a pity FIHEAHF. il it's a shame you can't stay.

Rob: Absolutely. So can you think of a clever way to end the programme, using
the phrase?

Feifei: I think so. We could say "It's a shame we have to stop here". U1 EARIETE
S B BN BOE AR, WO AR I A S T A 1 R AR 2 AT FRATTARE

72 guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. Goodbye!

Rob: Bye!
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