Q and A of the Week R [B]FRE
After-work plans

FHEEH 32 AT

B|B|C!

. KT B VR
IETERS AR T HHE Rl KX i ITRE R R R s G FE 0 T H 19 203
. LR P TR IEERT IR

Yang Li: REGFRGEYIT (PRI 5 H R EMFIAFERZ Chris.

Chris: Hi, Li. It’s your birthday today, isn't it?

Yang Li: Yes it is, how did you find out!?

Chris: Ah well that's a secret, but how about a little celebration after we knock off
today?

Yang Li: After we what?

Chris: Knock off.

Yang Li: Knock off?

Chris: To knock off means to finish work for the day. Our question this week comes

from Goldfish in Hong Kong

Yang Li: KB AR A e A BT SGE Tak P YEX e, i —METE R to
knock off. IXEERE M, EX AL R AR ERYE? ALBALI?

Chris: It's informal but it’s not rude. It's fine to use it apart from in very formal
situations. Have a listen to these examples.

Yang Li: e AR IR EIFEAALS . A i A EAEAE R K IEXI & M. Y F4).
Insert

Man: Hi there Dave. Do you fancy watching the match tonight after work?
Friend:I'd love to but I don't knock off till 8 and kick off is at 7:30.

Woman: I've been working such long hours recently, it’s ridiculous. I didn’t leave the office
till midnight yesterday.

Friend: That’s terrible. You ought to knock off early today to make up for it.
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Yang Li:

Chris:

Yang Li:

Chris:

Yang Li:
Chris:
Yang Li:
Chris:
Yang Li:

Insert

So to knock off JEEH RN T T, 4R — R TAER—MIEIEREE. THEEITHEN
B AR 3.

In the past it was very common for people to make an official record of the
exact time they arrived for and left work. This was called clocking on and
clocking off.

b2 NATIE R AT R 007 SOd sk BN BEAER ], REEEARIRAT R, NHEEFAF
IR BT, X AETEE B clocking on 47K clocking off Tk Hi.

And even though this doesn't really happen any more, we still use the
expression. So Li, as I was saying. It's your birthday today. Let’s go out for a
little celebration after work. What time are you clocking off?

Well, I started at 10 so I'll probably clock off at 6.

Great. Let’s go for a drink at 6 then.

W, PRI RRE TR YRR [ R, 285 FRFTAR 2060 1) =) LiE !

OK. Listen to these conversations and see if you can pick any up.

HRZEET T ARG, BB RREA BT H KA LR 15 R 15 T R e .

Manager on phone: OK, OK, no excuses Mark. I want those reports on my desk by close of
play. Any later and there are going to be problems. Close of play, alright?

Office worker: Oh my eyes are burning. I can’t stare at this screen any longer or I'll go
mad. I'm going to call it a day and try to finish this off tomorrow.

Woman: Right that’s enough. I've been here since 6 am and all the equipment’s stopped
working so I'm just going to call it quits.

Yang Li: There were three good expressions in there. Can you repeat them, Chris?

Chris: Sure. The first man, who sounded like an important manager, said he
wanted his employee to finish some reports by the close of play.

Yang Li: The close of play. W LHIR %, —RIIESE R

Chris: The second person, who had been looking at their computer screen for two
long, said they would ‘call it a day’.

Yang Li: To call it a day. X )LALT .
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Chris:

Yang Li:

Insert

And the last person was giving up for the day because she started very early
and none of the equipment was working properly. She said she would *call it
quits’.

To call it quits. RRBIERE, FortE T FRIEAMIEHR T, T imERAIHEENA
IR B 1 Wy — 3k, v W b T AT T AR 1) LA L 1

Manager on phone: OK, OK, no excuses Mark. I want those reports on my desk by close of
play. Any later and there are going to be problems. Close of play, alright?

Office worker: Oh my eyes are burning. I can't stare at this screen any longer or I'll go
mad. I'm going to call it a day and try to finish this off tomorrow.

Woman: Right that’s enough. I've been here since 6 am and all the equipment’s stopped
working so I'm just going to call it quits.

Yang Li: WY, GthlE 2 AR 7RI ) .

Chris: Yes, and I hope you are going to answer my question too. It's 6 o’clock now
and time to clock off, knock out, call it day and call it quits. Let’s go and
celebrate your birthday.

Yang Li: OK, Chris, but only if you are buying.

Chris: Of course! It's your birthday.

Yang Li: SR, IR AR AT S A 3T bR ) R A N 25 AT FE B AT ) S A
guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Chris: Bye

Yang Li: Bye
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