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Playing the Queen %4 £

As HM Queen Elizabeth Il's Diamond
Jubilee fast approaches, one group of
people are really making the most of
the opportunity.

These people are unique in their 'royal
duties’, but they don't work for the
Queen; they impersonate her. This
month the Queen's look-alikes are
out in force.

Is this the real HM Queen Elizabeth 11?
Margaret Southcoat has been working as a professional impersonator of the
Queen for 13 years. As Britain prepares to celebrate 60 years of the Queen's
reign, she says her diary has never been busier. The actress has a full
schedule of events where she will be fooling people into believing she is the
real thing.

Elizabeth Richard is another professional look-alike whose uncanny
resemblance to the Queen has led to her portraying the monarch at many
press events. Her attention to detail includes wearing clothing that closely
mimics that of Her Majesty, including elegant dresses, jewellery and hats.

Earlier this month, another counterfeit Queen sparked a frenzy at a
shopping centre in Shanghai. Crowds flocked to try and get a glimpse of the
substitute sovereign, but after a double-take they soon realised she was a
fake. But the knock-off version still provided an amusing photo opportunity
for everyone.

With so many enthusiastic fans of the Royal Family around the world, these
dead ringers are able to keep the fascination with the Royal Family very
much alive. So if you saw someone who looked like the Queen, would you be
able to tell the difference?
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Quiz W%
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. What is another title given to someone who works as a professional look-alike?

. What phrase is used to describe an extraordinary physical likeness to someone else?

. What word is used to describe the level of excitement in the crowd?

. True, false or not given: to double-take means to have a delayed reaction to a situation?

. Which of these are informal terms to describe someone who looks identical to someone
else?

a dead ringer, an impersonator, a substitute, a knock-off
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1. He attempted to a police officer and was quickly arrested.

fooling share a joke with impersonate smile at ‘

2. As an actor, it is important to have compassion for the characters you are

joking portraying substituting faking ‘

3. When he looked into the briefcase he discovered several false passports and other
documents.

look-alike resemblance authentic counterfeit |

4. His impressions of famous people are amazing — he's a wonderful

dead ringer mimic counterfeit uncanny |
5. When he saw the signpost he had to before he realised it was a prank.
knock-off impersonate make the most of double-take ‘
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Answers and Glossary £ 5L

Quiz /%

1.

5.

What is another title given to someone who works as a professional look-alike?
an impersonator , a mimic

. What phrase is used to describe an extraordinary physical likeness to someone else?

uncanny resemblance

. What word is used to describe the level of excitement in the crowd? frenzy
. True, false or not given: to double-take means to have a delayed reaction to a situation?

True

Which of these are informal terms to describe someone who looks identical to someone
else?

a dead ringer, a knock-off

Exercise 4.

1.

He attempted to impersonate a police officer and was quickly arrested.

2. As an actor, it is important to have compassion for the characters you are portraying.
3. When he looked into the briefcase he discovered several false passports and other
counterfeit documents.

4.

His impressions of famous people are amazing — he's a wonderful mimic.

5. When he saw the signpost he had to double-take before he realised it was a prank.
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Glossary JL#

making the most of BREERF A
impersonate B3, B
look-alikes FESARLLIE
out in force 3l
actress LE R
fooling B
uncanny resemblance R BIARAL
portraying b
attention to detail oF 4075 B SR
mimics ¥l
counterfeit BE™ R
sparked a frenzy R
substitute B
double-take BET R, F9ET—TF
fake B IR
knock-off i § &
dead ringers FERLIA
tell the difference FHARZA
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