BBC Learning English — On The Town #FHH#%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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The relaunch of the Cutty Sark RN FEEZME

Jennifer: Hello and welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English. I'm
Jen and joining me today is Helen.

Helen: KK .

Jennifer: Today we are talking about a real British icon.

Helen: S AR, XOE N ?

Jennifer: I'll give you a clue: she's 143 years old and famous throughout the
world.

Helen: 143 years old?! fhifih#?

Jennifer: Well, she’s still standing, although five years ago she was nearly

destroyed by a fire.
Helen: Surely you're not talking about a person!

Jennifer: No of course not! I'm talking about a ship — or a tea clipper to be
precise, the last of its kind in the world, and right here in London.

Helen: Could it be... the Cutty Sark?

Jennifer: That's right Helen, the Cutty Sark! The ship was very badly damaged
by a fire in 2007, but she has been fully restored to her former glory
and goes on display this week on land in Greenwich.

Helen: 2007 R SHe i RS, BEE TR MER, 4T
FOFTAEAC BOE MR 17 28 AR TT I

Jennifer: The team who have been involved in the restoration are extremely
excited about it. Here's Richard Doughty from the Cutty Sark Trust
explaining just how much damage the fire did:

Insert

The temperatures reached 1000C and effectively we lost the three decks in the
ship. Now as it happens, very little fabric from the working life of the ship was lost,
the lower deck would have been put in in the 50s, the twin deck (the middle deck)
had been put in in in the 1920s and the weather deck had been changed many
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times over its working life.

Helen:

Jennifer:

Helen:

Jennifer:

Helen:

Jennifer:

Helen:

Jennifer:

Helen:

Jennifer:

Insert

The Cutty Sark Trust {41357 A\ Richard Doughty f## i il K k% T 3
JZH R 3 decks. So how have they managed to save it?

Well luckily, when the fire broke out in 2007 the ship was already
being restored, so many of the fittings had been put into storage.

AR YIS TR CE TR T, Tt LAR 2 R i il 5 20 PR AT
That’s very lucky!

It certainly was — in fact, 90% of the original ship survived the blaze.

PR SE ()3 M T RE % 52 4 15 &2 restored. | bet rebuilding the ship was
very expensive!

You could say that. Restoration of the ship has cost £50 million
pounds!

AT, BEWETERIE T 5 T 19857

Yes, but a lot of that money was raised by people giving donations to
help save the ship after the fire, so you could say the fire was a
blessing in disguise.

N#wf34E a blessing in disguise. So the ship is all finished and open to
the public?

That's right, you could say it's ship-shape again! The Queen officially
reopened the Cutty Sark this week and now visitors can climb aboard
— and also underneath, as Richard Doughty explains:

Quite literally we’ve jacked her up in the same way you might jack up a car. It
really is a unique experience — no other ship in the world where you can do what
I’'m doing now, touching the bottom of the keel.

Helen:

Jennifer:

Helen:

Jennifer:

Richard 520 & a] LU T B8 S AR the keel, BTRLREZS KZ Ak —A
MFERESZ  a unique experience.

It will be so popular with tourists and locals alike — so many people
are interested in the Cutty Sark’s history.

You said the ship is a 'tea clipper' — iz 2SR i?

That's right. A clipper is a very fast sailing ship with three or more
masts. And the 'tea’ part refers to the cargo that it used to carry —
often from China to the UK — her maiden voyage was from London to
Shanghai in 1870.
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Helen: XAIE A L H fsth 2 R [E . She made eight journeys to China
all in all. What other sorts of things did she carry?

Jennifer: Well, as well as passengers, the ship's cargo ranged from gunpowder
to whiskey — even buffalo horns were carried at one point!

Helen: KA 2UT 2 H eI . Wow!

Jennifer: I have no idea what they would have been used for! But certainly all
of these facts give the ship charm and help to seal its place in
maritime history. Here's Richard Doughty from the Cutty Sark trust
again, explaining why the Cutty Sark fascinates people so much...

Insert

I think it’s because she epitomises the sailing ship quite honestly, you know you
can imagine her with three quarters of an acre of sail — she was a power machine,
she was built for speed, she was legendary in her own working life, overtaking
steam ships, people used to flock to see her in Sydney, in London — she is an icon
of world heritage.

Helen: R e S IE AR R S st e 2, M AR R RIS A .
It's the last one of its kind.

Jennifer: And it's looking pretty impressive now. The hope is that the
refurbished ship it will become another iconic London landmark.

Helen: THE RMEE 5 5 Ia B M2 o e AR 5. And do you know what
the best thing is?

Jennifer: What's that?
Helen: Because it's on land, FATAFHEMT!

Jennifer: That's all for now from On The Town, but please join us again at
www.bbcukchina.com. Bye!

Helen: Bye!
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