On The Town & T Hi5
The Chinese Bridge Competition
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Yang Li: Hi I'm Yang Li, I've come to the British Museum for a special event - the
Chinese Bridge competition, UK final. X547, S HIAZEIEW 1 750 T H X
B B CKEEFT IR I FETE [ X R TEFLZTTAG T o

(Announcement: [EFEENFEIFL, 15 7510 05 5 F ARG )

Yang Li: o [ 9 AR pe ) e 3R B UF T E A LU AG .

Ambassador Liu: Now it's my honour to declare the open The UK Regional Final of the
11" Chinese Bridge Competition, thank you.

Yang Li: There were 10 contestants for the UK final this year. The winners will be
invited to go to China to attend the semi-finals and finals, with the
chances of winning scholarships to further their Chinese studies.

(Talent show)

Yang Li: Each contestant will give a three minute prepared speech, followed by two
minutes of general knowledge, and finished off with a 3-minute talent
show.

(Talent show)

Yang Li: 3 TN AZE R S T AT =4 SRR . BT ORI T = 44 BRI
FWR VI R A E L. Pay attention to the following phrases:
out of the blue =4Mii; scraped the first prize 525344, nonsensical

T B

Insert

Owen: My name is Owen Churchill Z/EZ X,

Yang Li: What is the excitement, the highlight today for you?

Owen: Well, the highlight is that I've - out of the blue - somehow managed to
scrape first place - won the first prize in the Chinese Bridge Competition /X
E
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Yang Li:

Congratulations.

Owen: Thank you very much. | really wasn't anticipating it. | really enjoyed it,
and no matter what the result was | think | did my best. That's possibly
the most important thing and it's been really good for my Chinese as well.

Yang Li: What is the main difference that proved to be most difficult and
challenging?

Owen: R FENT A A9 1o

Yang Li: The intonation and tone of the Chinese language.

Owen: The tonal language. And that's - to English people that's very strange.
That notion - just how a little intonation can change the meaning of
something or can make it nonsensical.

Yang Li: Mgk ST # i %1 H . The youngest contestant is only 17, but he
speaks perfect Chinese.

Insert

Cameron: Af, Fell)5FHGER], (ERENIRE, FIZ20TA] . e 1T 2K F AR 1) R A

Yang Li: What is the drive for you to learn Chinese?

Cameron: Tl FF A K T 5 Jr A A — P 155 -

Yang Li: How come your Chinese is so good that there's no trace of foreign accent
at all?

Cameron: SR BEAE 78 T AE I ], 7 T 35 54 5, REEEE< 7. So | think the
reason that | learned Chinese so quickly is because when you live in China
you have the language environment.

Yang Li: R TT0) 2 g 1) 1] 24 A A e 2

Yang Li: What message have you got for learners of English? How can they best
improve themselves in the shortest time possible?

Cameron: I would say you have to practise. Practise, practise and practise. Never
worry about being wrong. If you are wrong you will get corrected and
you'll learn something at the end of the day.

Yang Li: Well said. As the English saying goes: 'Practise makes perfect." ZfEE 15,
Well, finally we'll hear from another prize winner 25 .

Insert

Yang Li: Could you share with us your favourite idiom?
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Maximilian:

Yang Li:

Hana:

Don Star:

Yang Li:

ZHEFFAE T T E . This is used when you make good progress. Basically it
means: ZJf is the sesame seed, 77 is open 7 is the flower. So when a

sesame blossoms 77774 higher and higher, level by level, you are getting
higher.

Well, The Chinese Bridge Competition is certainly doing better and better.
Here are some comments | gathered:

I think it's wonderful. Two years ago | came to watch the finals as well
and the difference is so big, like the quality and everything. | wanted to
take part in the competition as well.

Wonderful competition which over the years has really helped raised the
standard of Chinese. Really the contestants produced unbelievable
Chinese considering that they have only been studying for usually about
three years. It's an amazing standard and their teachers do fantastically
well.

That's one of the fives judges: Don Star from Durham University. He was
very impressed with the performance today and | was too. | hope you get
some inspiration too for your English studies. As the Chinese saying goes
ZIRIFET . Hope your English is getting better and better.

35 i BATTUA BB SO IR 7 2 il 2k 85 R A RINTTH - a flute-like instrument
called hulusi, played by the grand prize winner Owen Churchill.

On The Town #B 3% © British Broadcasting Corporation 2012

Page 3 of 3
bbcukchina.com/learningenglish



