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Helen: Neil, are you interested in government buildings?
Neil: Well, it depends on which ones. Why are you asking, Helen?
Helen: I was invited to tea at the House of Lords last week. & I il 220 7 3%
FE Bt o
Neil: Really, the House of Lords, now that's impressive. Who invited you?
Helen: A lord of course. Lord Wei. 7 [E iS¢ (95 9 U BHE R T2
Insert

Actually, 1 am the third Chinese lord. There's two others, one Baroness Dunn who
doesn't work at the House of Lords, but she's still around. And then there's Michael
Chan, who was the first Chinese peer. I am the only active one now and also the
youngest.

Helen: Jsk iy s A e B e A 3 AR B b, ANEHE R Lord Wei i)
EHEAE SN, He's the only active Chinese lord.

Neil: So what can Lord Wei tell us about the House of Lords then?

Helen: At YR B R LI RN KA, A SGH AR 405, ornate.

Insert

The parliamentary state has been here for about 1,000 years, so it's very old
indeed. But the more recent buildings, House of Commons, the House of Lords
were built in the mid nineteenth century. So it's about 160, 170 years old. It's a
very beautiful ornate building. Lots of rooms, a thousand or so rooms. And it's just
amazing working here.

Neil: A thousand rooms in the Houses of Parliament. That's great place for
playing hide and seek, don't you think?

Helen: Hide and seek w2kl W KEA 1000 24550, il B Sk iR
FRI B 1 7 o
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Neil: The actual parliament buildings, the House of Commons, the House
of Lords were built in the mid nineteenth century.

Helen: B P 15138 2 the House of Lords, 54 FiX B2 the House of
Commons. & K 19 Ha B EE . 2 AR HbR 23R .

Neil: I wonder what's it like to work in this building. There must be lots of
protocols or rules to follow.

Helen: KU protocols, HF48R. 79 8 & mBURN KU TAE, HoE A TIRZ .
Insert

There's a lot of tradition, and a lot of protocols and rules you have to follow. Many
of which have been developed over hundreds and hundreds of years. But on the
whole, a lot of them are very wise, a lot of them have rich meaning and wisdom
about them.

Neil: Lord Wei says that there are lots of traditions, protocols and rules
people need to follow.

Helen: Protocols, traditions, rules #{E %5, MNAEE. =50 5 X LAl 2
JUBEHAL T RN, A A#R A IEHE have rich meanings, & &3 8 &
have wisdom about them.

Neil: Actually, | am also very interested to know how people become lords.
Did you ask Lord Wei, Helen?

Helen: Yes, | did.
Insert
How do people become lords?

To become a lord, you are generally appointed. That means either the Prime
Minister or one of the leaders of the various parties, puts you forward to be chosen
as a nominee. Then there's a process where the Queen and others officially grant
that peerage.

Helen: A5 00 B 5 VR R IAE 1 38 B A LS 3 2 BT (1) appointed. 4G T AHERE
£ 1 BHEiE N, a nominee.

Neil: And these nominees then go through a process where they are
officially granted a peerage by the Queen.

Helen: Peerage mi& Stk M. Rk, ibB g o {2 E iR R, A fenk
N IEFCAIZE 5 SN E2 5T .

Neil: Appointment is one way to become a lord, but | think there are still a
small number of a hereditary lords.
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Helen: Hereditary it4% (1, TR M2 /NB 0 LR RS, A1 e
PRI

Insert

And there are still a small number of people who are actually able to come in
because of their parentage. Because historically they were part of the aristocracy
of Britain. When one dies, they get to chose between them who should replace
them.

Helen: Aristocracy & 5k, 1 HJe F D7 & A R 28 5%
Neil: There are still a number of aristocrats in the UK, but very few of

them are in the House of Lords.
So did Lord Wei have any thoughts for our listeners in China?
Insert

Well, I think the time has come really for young Chinese to stretch their wings and
to really pursue all kinds of different passions. I am excited to see young Chinese
becoming fashion designers, artists, entering politics, entering public life in some
form. And | think that's to be encouraged to get a diversity of Chinese all
throughout society.

Helen: REfig R R IRATT AR N to stretch our wings. JTRENR 5, %% J7iEsk 448
pursue all kinds of passions.

Neil: So what dreams and passion have you got?

Helen: Well, maybe | could be the next Chinese baroness in the House of

Lords? I'd love to have tea there every day.

Neil: Baroness Hu? You'd better start working hard then.

Helen: RIS . IR TRIIB A M. b, AR H X R, Tk
e

Neil: Bye.
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