Q and A of the Week 4R [a] &
Possessive s and objects
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Jackie: Hello, welcome to Question and Answer of the week.
Li: Where we answer your questions about the English language.
Jackie: In this week's programme, we'll be talking about the phrase 'in this

week’s programme’!

Li: FEMIE ) Ely 45 BATEESH T 7 LUK [l 8 b 1) 1) /2 = B A LR B G R I
WS AR A AR, AR RN W W BIX A1) T fin this week's
programme’

Jackie: Yes, you do! Before we answer that question, let's have a quick reminder

of what the possessive apostrophe s is.

Li: A AR LIRS F B AR Ra A — A LS, R RS 7 i s, Xt ®A14K
BRI s, Ron—FhpTE R R .

Jackie: Li's book, Jackie's pen, the President's office — all these examples contain
apostrophe s. Jackie's pen is a much more easy and natural way of saying
'the pen of Jackie' or 'the pen that belongs to Jackie’.

Li: But can we use the possessive apostrophe s for things other than people —
Ely wants to know, can it apply to objects?

Jackie: It can!

Li: K. RARPTIE R A s BIR] LI R Nt AT LU IR D)t AT DL R LN LA 25 4%
Jackie: Listen to these examples.

Examples

The bank's reputation has suffered because of this mistake.
Goat's milk is nicer than cow's milk.

My father's name is Michael.

The girls' teacher comes from China.
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The dog's legs were covered in mud.
England's economy is struggling this year.

Li:

Examples

SEAh, BATERT LU s KRB RIN TR -

Last year's accident was unexpected.
I had four weeks' holiday in France this year.
Seven hundred people watched Saturday's match.

Jackie:

Li:

Examples

But it can go further than that.

Yes, XA LS ik 2 i ARIE A HHE Y .

The plant's leaves.
The tree’s branches.
The aeroplane's wings.
The mug's handle.

Li: TR A ) AR

Jackie: In the case of objects, it's hard to say when or when not to use the
possessive, as sometimes it just sounds right and in other cases it
doesn't.

Li: el FRMERE—T, fEHIORITE SR I LS A R R, DA 2 A
RAHE. WRARE AR, AR AT LU ] B ORI of 4544, of the fH4fth4. IR
REZEMg] -1 2

Jackie: Sure. The leaves of the plant, the wings of the aeroplane.

Li: A — IR B KK LS s PFS . BRI SO0 T /e Wi s L' s,
HRARIEAN B E B OLf > s WEAIME? XN, AR ATEE I E— A
it s, I mAR E LAY RS

Jackie: In the sentence: "Both boys' toys were broken", boys' — in the plural - is
spelt B.O.Y.S.-apostrophe (boys").

Li: WIRRES] T A4 A, et children or women X I R a4 I OE F S 00, n B s,
Jackie RAEZSHIRTE— HIg?

Jackie: In: "The children's party was cancelled" children's is spelt with apostrophe
s at the end, as for singular nouns.
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Li: Thank you again Jackie. f5/5 1) — SRl & LS4 AT s BINRE A 70, L
WA James, ARG PIRIERE, H—m R e, A s:

Jackie: J.A.M.E.S.-apostrophe (James").

Li: AR N B N s:

Jackie: J.A.M.E.S.-apostrophe-s (James's).

Li: You would choose pronunciation accordingly, either /iz/ or /isiz/.
Jackie: James' house or James's house.

Li: You might sometimes need to choose the latter to make the meaning

clear. For example:
Example

My house is older than Mrs Evans.

Li: DAL 3 A 3 HLARUS T ScA in s, T DA A S — 23R b 1 RS R K
EHHE, G R T RSB RN P 1222

Jackie: But if you say:

Example

My house is older than Mrs Evans's.

Li: R ECS RN BT s il B ARXAEIRE R, Hae - e T THR
RN 72

Jackie: Ely, we hope this week's programme was useful for you.

Li: PORRBEE T, FRPTERRN s T LRIV 2 AR, AMUEIE N, E s
Y, Hp A

Jackie: For more language questions, go to www.bbcukchina.com.

Li: AN T U RARA Sy o LA I RE N A T MR FRATT, FRATTR HISA 2

questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk
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