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The number of koalas in Australia is unclear but conservationists estimate there are
about 100,000 in the wild. They believe that the population is continuing to fall because
of various threats, including a disease that causes blindness and infertility. The

building of homes and roads is also eating away at their habitat.

The Australian government is being urged to declare the koala a threatened or
endangered animal. This would give federal authorities the power to protect these furry

marsupials from development.

The Environment Minister Tony Burke has asked a panel of experts for more information
detailing areas where koala populations are in trouble. He is expected to make a final

decision in the next couple of months.

Phil Mercer, BBC News
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Questions

1. How many koalas do conservationists think are in the wild?

2. One disease found in koalas are causing what kind of symptoms?

3. Are koalas currently identified as endangered specie in Australia?

4. When will the Australian government make a decision on the proposal?

Answers

1. How many koalas do conservationists think are in the wild?
Roughly 100,000 koalas are in the wild.

2. One disease found in koalas is causing what kind of symptoms?
Koalas could become blind or infertile.

3. Are koalas currently identified as an endangered species in Australia?
No. They are not currently on the endangered species list.

4. When will the Australian government make a decision on the proposal?
Hopefully in two months time there'll be a decision.

Media English A& © British Broadcasting Corporation 2012

Page 2 of 3
bbcukchina.com/learningenglish



Glossary

conservationists HARFAEG R4 = N L

estimate fhivt 47

threats IS

infertility ANZRE

eating away at BT S AR B FE

endangered WAl 4k )

furry KEBHH

panel LR

in trouble lEPNSE
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